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What is Freemasonry

Freemasonry is a fraternal organization whose beginnings were lost in the mist of time. We do know it was started among the Stone mason guilds and gradually transformed by the intelligentsia and philanthropic individuals to what it is today.
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The various working tools of the stone masons, as depicted in the set of stamps above from Brazil, are used to illustrate and teach its members certain moral values which they are supposed to follow in their every day lives.

The Square teaches morality; the Level, that all men are equal; and the Plumb Rule that we must act in an upright manner at all times. The Chinese word for the Square and Compasses, those implements being the universal symbols in Freemasonry, is 規矩 , which in the Chinese language also means rules for behaviour and being upright. Those implements teach Freemasons exactly the same concept.

.
The three Grand Principles of the masons are: Brotherly Love, Relief (Charity) and Truth. 
Famous Freemasons in History
Probably the most famous Freemason in Singapore history must be the Founder of modern Singapore, Sir Stamford Raffles. You probably don’t know all of these names, so familiar to you all, were freemasons: Napier, Keppel, Thomson, Dunman, Braddell and Makepeace.
In the international arena, many of the Masons are commemorated in stamps by their countries of origin.
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This stamp from Austria, issued in commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the birth of Mozart in 2006, showed him sitting in a Lodge meeting. He is the man at the bottom right hand corner.
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This stamp from the Philippines showed the Founding Father of the Philippines, Jose Rizal, who was a mason.

Anti-Masons
Freemasons went through very difficult times during the Second World War. It was banned by all the Fascists governments. Masons were imprisoned by the Japanese during their occupation of Singapore and Freemasons’ Hall on 23A Coleman St. was taken over as a rice storage warehouse. Many of the valuable documents were either destroyed or lost.

Below are some stamps from Nazi Germany and Nazi occupied Serbia which commemorated their anti-Masons Exhibitions.
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